Attenuation of the virulent RH strain of Toxoplasma gondii by passages in mice immunized with Toxoplasma lysate antigens.
The virulent RH strain of Toxoplasma gondii was attenuated after a few passages or just one long passage in mice immunized twice with a four-week interval between immunizations with an emulsion of Toxoplasma lysate antigens and complete Freund's adjuvant. Three avirulent strains, RH-cyst III, IV and VIII were established from the RH strain. The RH-cyst III strain was effective for vaccination against challenge with the original, virulent RH strain. The attenuation of T. gondii is an expression of the innate attributes of this parasite necessary to maintain its parasitic life cycle in nature.